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Bill # 260380: Targeting lllegal Dumping in

Philadelphia
Change, A Cleaner City
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The Problem. "

llegal Dumping is hurting our neighborhoods.
Dumping piles attract pests, block sidewalks,

and drag down property values. Everyone
deserves clean, safe streets.
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Right now, the law says the City must prove

someone “knowingly” dumped illegally.
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How “Knowingly”
Affects
Enforcement:

Tacony Creek Park’s big clea
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Dumpers can claim

things like:
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Tacony Creek Park in Crescentville last March faced one of the most 1
severe dumping cases Philadelphia had seen: 4,000 tires stretching G | |Owed e

more than 100 feet, left to rot in a ravine.

T e "Someone told me to
put it there...”

e “| didn't know it was
illegal...”
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When someone
dumps trash,

placing the blame

on someone else
and claiming they
had no intention to

break the law...

...this makes it harder for
city officials to issue

against illegal dumpers
) who are caught.
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REMOVING ONE WORD
KNOWHNGLY

In order to target and
strengthen enforcement
efforts, PennFuture’s
recommendation to City
Leaders is to remove the word

“knowingly” from the law with
Bill # 260380.

Because this amendment will -~ -
pe QJUJ ~ cleeolgre o= based on

what they did, not what they
claim they were told.



The City of Philadelphia’s efforts to stop
illegal dumping costs taxpayers
approximately $2 million every year.

In 2021, a single department spent $8.3

million to remove:

e more than 7,000 tons of trash

and
e 83,600 tires from 1,309 locations.



https://patch.com/pennsylvania/philadelphia/philadelphia-prepares-launch-illegal-dumping-task-force
https://thephiladelphiacitizen.org/how-philly-fights-illegal-dumping/
https://thephiladelphiacitizen.org/how-philly-fights-illegal-dumping/

A Stronger Law =
Let’'s Protect our Neighborhoods.

PennFuture

With Bill # 260380, City
government can help to
remove trash from our
streets by removing the
word “knowingly” from
the law.



The Philadelphia Citizen,_"How Philly Fights lllegal Dumping”, 2022

https://thephiladelphiacitizen.org /how-philly-fights-illegal-dumping /

Patch, “Philadelphia Prepares to Launch lllegal Dumping Task Force”, 2025

https://patch.com/pennsylvania/philadelphia/philadelphia-prepares-launch-illegal-
dumping-task-force

Billy Penn at WHYY, “$22,000 for dumping a couch? City boosts fines sharply and sues
to collect”, 2025

https://billypenn.com/2025/04 /09 /illegal-dumping-lawsuits-fines-philadelphia/
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